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DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.132 OF COMMERCIAL 
SUCCESS, FAILURE OF OTHERS AND UNEXPECTED RESULTS 

I, MICHAEL TIPPS, declare: 

DECLARANTS BACKGROUND 

I am an inventor of record with respect to the above-captioned application. I am 
also Sales Manager for Titan Metal Werks, Inc. ("Titan"), 190 Abbott Drive, Wheeling, 
IL 60090, assignee of the above-captioned application. 

Titan manufactures and distributes high-performance fasteners and accessories to 
the building materials and deck-building industries, including deck screws for composite 
lumber under the "SplitStop"™ trade name, among others. As Sales Manager, I am 
responsible for the marketing and sales of Titan's screws for use in composite lumber, 



including decking and railing material, which are the subject of the above-captioned 
application. I am also responsible for all the day-to-day of operations of the company. 

My entire adult working life has been spent in the building materials industry. I 
have been an employee of Titan since 1999. From 1996 to 1999, I was an independent 
distributor of Titan products. From 1983 to 1996, I was employed by Edward Hines 
Lumber Company, a significant retailer of building materials - including decking and 
deck fasteners - in the Midwest United States. When I left Hines 5 employ, I was its 
Merchandising Manager. Prior to joining Hines, I owned my own building materials 
company consisting of three lumber yards which sold, among other things, decking 
material and decking fasteners. 

In sum, I have been employed in the building materials and decking industries for 
over 35 years and have actively participated exclusively in the fastener industry for over 
10 years. My responsibilities and experience have included the design, planning, 
development, production, and marketing of new fastening products. As an owner of my 
own lumber yards, Merchandising Manager for Hines Lumber Company, and Sales 
Manager of Titan, I have developed extensive knowledge and experience with regard to 
decking fasteners and the markets for them. 

I have attended and participated in numerous tradeshows and demonstrations 
where fasteners, hardware, components, and accessories are displayed, exhibited, and 
promoted to the major participants in the fastener industry including, but not limited to, 
tradesmen, contractors, manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers. As a part of my 
management responsibilities with Titan, I have analyzed markets within the fastener 
industry to identify those markets into which Titan could likely expand. 
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COMPOSITE MATERIAL CHARACTERISTICS 
AND FASTENING ISSUES RAISED THEREBY 



There are probably 60 to 70 different brands of composite decking material, and 
few, if any, of these products are exactly alike. Composite decking materials are 
primarily a mix of recycled or virgin plastics, a filler, and resin. The plastics used 
typically are polypropylene or polyethylene. The filler can be any number of things but, 
for the most part, includes some form of wood flour. The wood flours used can be either 
softwood or hardwood in nature, and are joined with the plastic material using a resin 
binder. The manufacturing process dictates how densely these composite materials are 
compacted within the board, resulting in a variety of densities ranging from low density 
(soft) to high density (hard). If a simulated "wood-grain" is imprinted onto the decking 
material, this will add a further variable by increasing the hardness of the decking 
surface, making the surface denser than the inner portion of the decking. 

Furthermore, I have seen evidence during informal in-house testing that, even 
though most manufacturers claim to have a consistent mix, such is not necessarily the 
fact. Sometimes different results are obtained when a screw is installed an inch away 
from another screw in the same composite material board. 

The characteristics of composite material are also affected by the air temperature 
existing during installation. The warmer it is, the easier it is to penetrate the surface of 
the composite material. The colder it is, the more brittle the composite material 
becomes,, which causes more breakage and splitting when trying to drive a screw into it. 

Additionally, composite decking boards have to be attached to some type of 
substrate, usually a wood joist. The choice of wood used for the joist has proven to be 
another factor affecting the installation of fasteners in composite decking. The bulk of 
the decking industry uses joists made from Southern Yellow Pine, which provide good 
thread-holding power. Ponderosa Pine, Red Pine and other often-used wood species, 
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offer lower degrees of thread-holding ability, which, in turn, can limit the ability of a 
composite screw to pull the composite decking material tight to the joist and to fully "set" 
the screw's head into the decking. Variations in available substrate material, therefore, 
must also be considered when designing screw fasteners to be used with composite 
decking. 

A properly functioning screw fastener for composite material must address all of 
the issues involved in installing that screw into such material under varying conditions. 

COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE COMPOSITE SCREWS BEFORE THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE "SPLITSTOP™ TITAN III COMPOSITE SCREW" ("TP 

Prior to the development of the "SplitStop™ Titan III Composite Screw" ("T3") - 
the invention that is the subject of claim 1 of the present application - virtually all 
commercially available screws employed a "double-threaded" design, and focused on 
addressing the most obvious problem resulting from the use of ordinary wood screws in 
composite material; i.e., "mushrooming", a bulge of material left around the screw's head 
on the surface of the board after the screw had been driven. 1 

These "double-threaded" screws uniformly consisted of a screw having two 
distinct threads; a first set of threads closest to the point of the screw that provided the 
drive for the screw, and a second set nearer to the head of the screw that were oriented in 
such a fashion as to drag back into the bore hole created by the first set of threads the 
remnants of the drive process and compressing those remnants within that hole. The 
head of the screw was then designed to additionally compress itself and any remaining 
remnant material into the surface of the composite board. 



Mushrooming is the result of displaced composite materials being extracted from the 
screw-entry-point and then being compressed outwardly about the screw's head during 
installation. An example of mushrooming is shown in Exhibit A appended hereto. 
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Titan's analysis of the then commercially available composite screws - virtually 
all of which, it bears repeating, were of a double-threaded design - revealed that those 
screws attempted to eliminate or reduce mushrooming of the extracted composite 
material remnants created during the installation process by pulling as much of those 
remnants as possible back into the bore hole, and compacting them with the head of the 
screw. This approach to solving the mushrooming problem, however, created a number 
of other issues. 

The compacting of the remnant material greatly increased the torque required to 
drive the screw. This increase in torque, in many cases, caused the drive bit to disengage, 
causing damage to the drive surfaces of the head - sometimes "stripping" the drive recess 
and scratching the screw's protective coating. It also caused the installer to maintain 
significant pressure upon the drill in order to prevent such disengagement, something, 
which was tiring for the installer. 

Additionally, this compression of the remnant materials into the composite board 
often resulted in splitting or breakage of the board when screws were placed near an 
edge. 

Another result of this compression of the remnant materials into the composite 
board, could be seen when a double-threaded screw's head was set, eliminating the 
"primary mushroom" around the head of the screw, only to create it's own, "secondary 
mushroom" (raised ring) around the set head. Excessive compression also manifested, at 
times, in the form of a "blow-out" on the backside of the board, around the exit point of 
the screw. 

Lastly, the final finish or "set" of the screw head was, and continues to be, 
reported by installers as a serious issue not addressed by typical, double-threaded 
composite screws. Titan determined such screw's inability to fully set the screw head had 
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a direct relationship to the torque required to drive the screw, the head-size of the screw, 
and the type of substrate material used beneath the composite decking board into which 
the fastener had to be driven. 



All its shortcomings notwithstanding, virtually all composite screws commercially 
available today still use the double-threaded design. 2 



TITAN'S SOLUTION TO COMPOSITE SCREW DESIGN 

The variations among different composite materials, even within a single board, 
the need to reduce the pressures caused by double-threaded screws in their attempt to 
force remnant materials back into the composite board, and the unique problems 
associated with fastening composite material to other substrates all create unique 
challenges in designing a composite screw. Titan saw and addressed the need to design a 
screw that, in all types and densities of composite material, reduced the pressure 
developed within the composite board due to compression, and provided strong holding 
power regardless of the substrate to which the composite board was to be attached. 

Titan currently sells the T3 screw specifically for use with composite materials. 
T3 screws have all of the features of claim 1 of the present application, including the 



2 Appended hereto as Exhibit B is a self-explanatory "BRANDSANALYSIS" published 
in Home Improvement Executive magazine Vol. 16, No. 1, dated March 27, 2006 at page 
26. All of these screws except the Titan and Swan Secure have a double-thread design. 
Swan Secure has nothing in the top part of the shank, where of course Titan has spaced 
rings. Swan Secure recommends pre-drilling at all times. Submitted as Exhibit C 
through Exhibit H are renditions of the six commercially available screws named therein 
produced by manufacturers other than Titan, all but one (Swan Secure) of which are 
double-threaded. Home Improvement Executive ("HIE") is a leading publication in the 
home improvement industry, and is generally relied on by participants in the industry for 
marketing facts and trends. HIE typically assesses the perceptions within the home 
center chain and hardware co-op community, and reports on what said community 
perceives to be the driving forces of their business. 
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combination of threads having three radial lobes (with corresponding three facets), a 
circular undercut in the head, and a plurality of spaced rings between the threads and the 
head. The shaft of the T3 screws, as would be expected, also has three radial lobes and 
corresponding facets, more thread length, and larger diameter rings than expressly shown 
in the drawings. 

The design and function of the T3 screw is very different from other screws meant 
for use with composite material, including decking and railing material. As mentioned 
above, virtually all composite screws on the market other than the T3, use a double- 
threaded design intended to eliminate mushrooming by drawing remnant material back 
into the composite board. 

The T3 screw was designed not only to eliminate mushrooming, but to eliminate as 
well the other negative consequences Titan saw to be a by-product of the double-threaded 
screw design, as detailed above. Key here is that, instead of pulling remnant material 
back into the composite board and compressing it, the T3 was designed to provide relief 
space along its three radial lobed/faceted thread and shaft and to pull as much material as 
possible out of the hole, thereby reducing the compression of remnant material and, as a 
consequence, the torque required to turn the screw. This approach results, primarily, in a 
screw that splits less near the end of a board, causes less drive recess damage, and makes 
the screw much more user-friendly to drive. As the T3 screw progresses into the board, 
the first of the three spaced rings cuts away much of the remnant material pulled from the 
hole, (to be brushed away later), and the remaining rings gather up a small amount of the 
remnant material remaining. A smaller head size (compared with an earlier version of 
the Titan fastener) provides less head surface to set. This combination insures a complete, 
finished head set in all densities of composite decking, regardless of substrate materials 
used. These features, embodied in the design of the T3 screw, significantly decrease the 
compression related issues Titan determined were plaguing screws using the double- 
threaded design. 
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Thus, the T3 screw is not only different in design, it is also different in the way it 
works from the other composite screws on the market. I am not aware of any other 
commercially available composite screw having the design of the T3, or designed in any 
way to account for the compression build-up resulting from remnant material being 
forced back into the composite board. 

COMMERCIAL HISTORY OF COMPOSITE FASTENERS AT TITAN 

For over 10 years, Titan has been involved in the design, testing, development, 
manufacturing, marketing, and distribution of high-performance fasteners, especially 
fasteners for use with composite lumber, including decking and railing material. Titan 
has progressed through variations of its basic composite screw design the T3, the 
invention that is the subject of claim 1 of the present application, with the above- 
mentioned attributes for composite materials including, among other things, the three 
radially lobed/faceted threads, a circular undercut edge in the head, and a plurality of 
spaced rings, was introduced on a very limited basis at the February 2004 Deck Expo in 
Sparks, Nevada. 

At the initial introduction, Titan also began offering the product to TimberTech® - 
a part of Crane Plastics Holding Company and one of the leading producers of composite 
decking and railing material - for use in TimberTech ornamental railing kits. 
TimberTech placed its initial order for the T3 in June or July 2004, and received its first 
shipment in December 2004/January 2005. The T3's first introduction to the mass market 
did not take place until after the TimberTech ornamental railing kits using the T3 screws 
began hitting the market in early 2005. 
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COMMERCIAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE T3 



Titan is a small company with very limited marketing resources. In fact, Titan 
spends less than $20,000 per year on general marketing for its entire line of screws, of 
which the screws that are the subject of the above-captioned application are only a 
portion. That fact notwithstanding, sales of Titan's composite screws have more than 
tripled. 

I am also aware of a Home Improvement Executive "Special Feature", 
which covered the "2005 HIE Innovation Award Winners" for composite deck screws, 
appended hereto as Exhibit I. 3 The "Titan SplitStop™ Composite Screw" placed second 
to "FastenMaster TrapEase™/OMG", the industry leader. The "Phillips II Fastener" 
placed third. Three facts are relevant here. First, Titan was not aware its product was 
being included in the Innovation Award Winners selection process until the results were 
published. Second, since the T3 had not been widely offered to the marketplace at the 
time of the award, the awards were, most likely, based upon the Titan screw that 
preceded the T3. The T3 far outperforms its predecessors and, consequently, if the tests 
were held today, I am confident the T3 would be found to outperform all its competition, 
including TrapEase. Equally relevant, third, is that at the time the selection process was 
conducted, Titan was a relatively unknown company with a new and unpromoted 
product, whereas both Olympic Manufacturing, Inc., the company that markets 
FastenMaster TrapEase, and Phillips Screw Company were, and are, very large 
companies with marketing budgets that most likely exceed Titan's gross revenues. 

Manufacturers of composite material independently have come to the same 
conclusion as Home Improvement Executive. Today, notwithstanding the fact that Titan 
still is not in a position to make the expenditures necessary to aggressively market the T3, 

3 See, Exhibit I, Home Improvement Executive magazine, Vol. 15, No. 19, dated October 
24, 2005 at page 26. 
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that screw is promoted or specifically recommended by manufacturers of composite 
decking and railing material, who are estimated to drive sales of about 20% of the market 
for such material This figure is representative of the percentage of the market share 
held by composite material manufacturers that currently use or recommend the T3 for use 
in their composite decking and railing products, i.e.: TimberTech®, Alcoa Oasis™, Dow 
Chemical and others. 4 

Titan was the only screw manufacturer invited to the TimberTech® and to the 
Alcoa Oasis™ decking's national sales meetings in 2005, where Titan was asked to make 
presentations to all of both companies' respective field representatives, who now strongly 
recommend the SplitStop™ T3 composite screw for use in their decking materials. I 
have done numerous demonstrations for both deck builders and deck building material 
dealers, and the vast majority of these participants state that our screw outperformed the 
dual-threaded competitors. 

Not only do TimberTech® sales representatives recommend the T3 screw, 
TimberTech itself, one of the nation's leading manufacturers of composite material, 
purchases the T3 exclusively for use in all of its ornamental railing kits. I have been told 
many times by TimberTech representatives that the T3 outperforms all the competition in 
terms of less splitting, less secondary mushrooming, and an easier drive. 

In addition to the TimberTech® and Alcoa Oasis™ recommendations, many other 
composite material manufacturers have tried the T3 or seen the demonstrations, and agree 
that the T3 seems to be the best performing screw available for composite decking. Some 



4 See, Exhibit J, Home Improvement Executive 2006 Brands Survey, 
"BRANDSANALYSIS", Composite Decking & Railing, Vol. 15, No. 24, January 9, 
2006 at page 30; as well as Exhibit K, "Guide to Composite Decking" article, published 
in the May/June 2006 issue of Professional Deck Builder Magazine, pull-out piece 
originally placed between pages 18 and 19. 
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are recommending the T3 in their composite material instructional literature. The Dow 
Chemical Company recommends the T3 as one of only two composite deck screws users 
should consider when installing its Symmatrix™ composite decking. Universal Forest 
Products®, Inc. - a $3 billion, publicly traded building materials company - likewise 
recommends the T3 for their Latitudes® composite decking and railing material. 5 In a 
recent "Guide to Composite Decking" article, published in the May/June 2006 issue of 
Professional Deck Builder Magazine, there was a pull-out section featuring composite 
decking manufacturers, specifications and recommendations, appended hereto as Exhibit 
12. Titan's composite screw was one of only four screw fastener brands mentioned by 
name. It received the highest number of "mentions" published - the same number as 
received by the Olympic FastenMaster/TrapEase® screw, the current industry leader and 
the composite screw that has been on the market for the longest period of time. 

Titan has also been approached on at least 4 or 5 occasions, most recently at the 
2006 DeckExpo in Memphis, by Menard, Inc. - a major building supply and home 
improvement company that, even though privately owned, successfully competes directly 
with the "big box" stores like Home Depot. Menard expressed interest in buying 
SplitStop™ composite screws to be packaged under Menard's brand name. I have been 
told that the motivating factor in Menard's continuing to contact Titan is Menard's 
buyer's recognition of the superior performance characteristics of the T3's design. 

There are a number of rapid screw installation systems on the market where screws 
are put into a plastic strip and used in an automated multi-screw clip designed for use on 
a power drill/driver, called a collated screw system. One of the leaders in the 
manufacture of those systems ran tests of a number of composite screws, including Titan 
screws and, I am told, concluded the T3 was superior to any other commercially available 
composite screw, including TrapEase®, the market leader. The collator also has been 



5 See, Exhibit L and Exhibit M printed composite screw recommendations of the 
respective companies by brand. 
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asked by a number of composite manufacturers to work with us to get the T3 into their 
system, which we are now attempting to accomplish. 

In December 2005, Builder's Supply, Inc. invited a number of its builder 
customers to participate in a blind study of composite screws. Each was given five 
different commercially available composite screws, including among others, TrapEase® 
and the T3 screws. The participants were asked to drive all five screws and then state 
which screw performed the best. Out of the five screws that the participants test drove, 
the T3 screw was unanimously chosen to be the best composite screw. 

The consistent growth in sales and market recognition of the SplitStop™ T3 
composite screw demonstrate that the superior performance of the T3 has overcome the 
tendency among users, contractors, manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers to rely on 
the double-threaded screws they have been using over the years for composite lumber 
applications. 

The best and most recent example of this fact is chronicled below in a recounting 
of my recent experience with Erie Materials, Inc. 

On February 3, 2006, Titan was contacted by Chris Couse of Erie Materials Inc., 
shortly after Erie had begun selling Alcoa Oasis™ composite decking to the public. Mr. 
Couse, Erie's buyer, had been motivated to call Titan when the Alcoa factory 
representative recommended that Erie stock and sell the T3 screw for use with Alcoa 
composite material. I provided Mr. Couse with information on the T3, and solicited Erie 
as a stocking dealer. When, on February 20, 2006, 1 followed up on that initial contact, 
Mr. Couse told me: (1) Erie had sufficient TrapEase® screws in inventory; (2) Erie had 
not had any complaints from its builder-customers regarding the performance of the 
TrapEase screw; and (3) Erie had decided not to order any T3 screws. That is where the 
matter stood for almost two months, until just last week, when Mr. Couse again contacted 
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me. He told me that Erie had received a number of complaints from its builder-customers 
regarding the performance of the TrapEase screw when used with Alcoa Oasis composite 
material. Most of the complaints related to the inability of the TrapEase screw to fully 
set the screw's head. He went on to say that Erie would have to "bite the bullet" and 
begin stocking the T3 to satisfy Erie's builder-customers. We are presently in the 
process of completing the paperwork necessary to take Erie on as a stocking dealer 
customer. 

The Erie experience illustrates two important points. First, it shows how difficult 
it is for a new screw to break into the market due to the inertia that arises out of the 
established relationships existing between screw companies and distributors - even when 
the screw is a superior product recommended by the manufacturers with whose materials 
the screw is to be used. Second, it also shows that such inertia can be overcome when the 
end-users of the new screw recognize its performance superiority and demand that their 
suppliers carry it. Consequently, it bears repeating here, the superior performance of the 
T3 has been recognized by the industry and that recognition has been the driving force in 
the T3's rise to prominence among fasteners for use with composite material. The 
SplitStop™ T3 composite screw has been a commercial success and that success will 
continue to grow. 



I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 



Executed on: 



April 27, 2006 




Michael Tipps 
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PRO DEALER V I EWPOINT 



Sears 4Q Pro Forma Revs. Off 5%; Net Income Up 10% 



Sears Holdings Corp. (Hoffman Estates, IL) posted revenues for the fourth quarter, 
ended Jan. 28, of $16.09 billion, versus $5.95 billion. Recent-quarter results include 
Sears' results of operations only since March 25, 2005. On a pro forma basis assuming 
the merger with Kmart occurred at the beginning of 2004, revenues were down 4.5%. 
Merchandise sales and services revenues were $16.04 billion, versus $5.95 billion. Pro 
forma merchandise sales and service revenues were down 4.0%. Sears domestic comp.- 
store sales were off 122%; Kmart comp.-store sales rose 0.9%. 

Operating income was $1.53 billion, versus $472 million. Pro forma operating income 
was up 60.9%. Net income was $648 million, versus $309 million. Pro forma net income 
was up 10.0%. Continued on page 2 

WoiCTle^ 

Wolseley pic (Droitwich, England) recorded revenues for the six months ended Jan. 31 
of £6.73 billion, up 26.3% — 22.3% at constant exchange rates — from the year-ago 
quarter. [On Jan. 31, £1 = $1.7675.] Results reflect 122% organic growth. 

By segment, Wolseley's North American division had revenues of £4.31 billion, up 
40.1%, reflecting organic growth of 192%. U.S. plumbing & heating was up 37.8% to 
$4.53 billion, with organic growth of 27.0%; trading profit grew 29.5%. North America 
trading profit climbed 39.1% to £270.0 million. 

Stock Building Supply revenue rose 272% to $2.50 billion; organic growth was 7.9%, 
reflecting commodity price deflation in lumber and structural panels. Value-added sales 
rose 41%, installed business sales more than doubled, and sales to commercial and RMI 
contractors rose 10%. Trading profit grew 51.5% to $157.3 million. 

Consolidated operating income improved 17.8% to £371.1 million. Net income was 
£245.5 million, up 15.5%. During the first half, Stock added 17 units to finish with 272 
locations. 



Kingfisher pic (London) reported retail sales for the fiscal year, ended Jan. 28, of £8.01 
billion, up 4.7% from the year-ago period. [On Jan. 28, £1 = $1.77974.] At constant 
exchange rates, sales rose 3.9%. Like-for-like sales declined 2.2%. Consolidated retail 
profits were £533.0 million, down 28.0%. 

By region, U.K sales were £4.17 billion, down 2.5%; like-for-like sales declined 6.3%. Retail 
profits fell 50.4% to £219.4 millioa France sales were £2.72 billion, up 7.0%; like-for-like sales 
rose 2.7%. Retail profits grew 8.8% to £230.0 million. Sales for the rest of Europe were £7952 
million, up 29.5%; like-for-like sales were up 2.7%. Retail profits were £86.6 million, up 2.1%. 

Consolidated operating profit was £269.5 million, down 602%, reflecting exceptional 
items of £215.4 million in the recent period related largely to restructuring charges at 
B&Q. Net income was £139.0 million, down 68.9%. 

Leading Pro Dealers Rank Brands in HIE Survey 

Merchandisers at the top pro dealers were asked which brands they believe will drive 
their business. Results reflect the votes received, weighted by respondents' buying 
power. The study is not a market-share analysis. Coverage begins on page 16 
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FINANCIAL NEWS 

Actuant Corp. 

4Q sales rise 1 7.3% to $276.0M; 
net income up 27.0% to 19.3M. 
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Pro Dealers: Which brands/manufacturers do you perceive as driving your 
business this year in ... 
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COMPOSITE WOOD DECK SCREW 



Dealer Locator 
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^ Contact Us 
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Click here to link to N ADR A. 
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You need QuickTime Player to view the video. If it is not installed on your 
computer please cJick here to download. 



No Predrilling - No Mushrooms - No Kidding 

The FastenMaster® TrapEase® is designed to eliminate the 
"mushrooming" effect caused by standard deck screws in 
composite deck materials. The TrapEase accomplishes this 
task with no pre-drilling... saving you installation time and labor 
costs. 

The FastenMaster® TrapEase® is designed for use in Trex T 
LPWeatherBest . TimberTech . Hberon, Latitudes , Certainfeed 
Boardwalk Rhino Deck, Evergrain and other fine composite 
deck types. 



Length Color Qty 

2 34" Gray, Dark Redwood, Brown 75 pes 

2 14" Gray, Dark Redwood, Brown 350 pes 

2 7 2 " Gray, Dark Redwood, Brown 1750 pes 



http://www.fastenmaster.com/ 



Gray, Dark Redwood, Brown 75 pes 
Exhibit C 



Approx. Sq. Ft. 
Deck Surface* 

20 sq ft 

100 sq ft 

500 sq ft 

20 sqft 
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T20 Star Drive 

No slipping or stripping. 



Composite Threads 

• Pulls composite fiber into hole. 



Weather-Sealing Head 

• Drives flush against deck 
surface and seals out 
moisture. 



ACQ Compliant 
Ceramic Coating 

• Available in gray, tan and redwood. 





Serrated M\d Section 

• Loosens composite fibers.; 



Patented Pro-Cut Thread 

• u 5 blade" design cuts fast / 



without pre-drilling. 
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RT Composite™ Trim™ Head Screw 
- patented - 



► Some sizes available in PHEinox™ Stainless Steel 

► View our RT Installation Video 

GRK has modified its innovative FIN/Trim ™ Head Screw to include reverse threading under the head of the fastener. After 
extensive testing, GRK has found that the reverse thread on the RT Composite™ Trim™ Head Screw helps the screw disappear 
beneath the surface of the wood composite material, reducing or eliminating the dimple that sometimes appears when using the 
FIN/Trim™ Screw. 

GRK's RT Composite™ Trim™ Head Screws are ideal for most fine carpentry applications, and are recommended for composite 
decking projects. The reverse thread feature is available in sizes from T to 3"1/8. 

The RT Composite™ Trim™ Head screw's exceptionally small head, along with the W-Cut™ thread design, prevent most 
material splitting. Pre-drilling is only necessary if the building material's limitations require a pilot hole to be drilled. (Always 
consult wood supplier's / manufacturer's recommendations) 



RT Composite™ Trim™ Head screws come with 1 200+ salt spray hours Climatek™ corrosion protection. This will come in very 
handy when using our Trim ™ screws in composite decking. 

FOR BEST RESULTS, TRIM™ SCREWS SHOULD BE DRIVEN AT HALF SPEED. 

Suggested Uses 

► Composite Wood and Wood Decking 

► Window Jambs 

• Door Jambs 

♦ All Trim Applications 

view Price List 
View Selection Guide 
Download This Cata log Page 
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Composite Deck Screw 
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MiiRE MUSHROOMS! 

^^(ii0i^>ved Thread 
>esign Drills easier with 
MUSHROOMING in 
lposite lumber 

ISi 



Sure Drive® CDS™ 



WKontthis 



,^Hot1his 




Sure Drive USA", Inc. 

TOLL FREE 888-2 19- 1 700 
S. San Francisco, CA-Dallas, TX-Huntcrsvillc, NC 

www.suredrive .com 



The ORIGINAL Robertson" 
Square Drive Recess provides 
positive bitenaaaement 



UNDERCUT head 
traps any loose 
material 



OVERSIZED top 
thread traps loose 
material 



RUSTGUARD* coating 
provides excellent 
corrosion protection 



101 8- 1022 case 
hardened steel 



WOODMASTER™thread 
design starts foster and 
slices through decking 



TAN, GRAY and REDWOOD 
to match most popular 
deck colors 




* Free Driver B it 
in Every Box! 



http://www.suredrive.com/composite.htm 
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This Week 



Whirlpool 3Q sales 

up 9%, N.A.10%. 



American Standard 3Q 

sales up10%to$2.6B. 


2 


Cooper 3Q revs, up 

6%, income 14%. 


2 


Mohawk 3Q sales up 

11%; income off 4%. 


2 


BlueLinx names Macadam 

ceo; McElrea to retire. 


2 


PPG 3Q sales up 6%; 

income declines 19%. 


2 


3M 3Q cons. & office 

sales increase 8%. 


2 


Royal Lighting 3Q sales 

up 7%; income down 9%. 


2 


DuPonttaps Vergnano, 

Trerotola vp/gm roles. 


36 


CATEGORY REPORTS 

Pliers 


4 


Soft-Top Carports 


8 


Interior Wall Panels 


10 


PRO DEALER VIEWPOINT 

Pressure-Treated Lumber 


6 


RETAILER VIEWPOINT 

Wire Connectors 


12 


SPECIAL FEATURE 

Innovation Awards 


14 



Ne^ 

Newell Rubbermaid Inc. (Atlanta) pres./ceo Joseph Galli has left the company to pursue 
other opportunities. Industry insiders cite the company's exposure to rising resin 
prices, precipitated by skyrocketing oil prices, as a possible pressure point related to 
the departure. The company has struggled since acquiring Rubbermaid in 1999 in a 
stock deal worth about $5.8 billion. 

Mark Ketchum, a director since earlier this year, was appointed interim ceo until a 
successor is named. Ketchum, 55, was previously president global baby & family care at 
Procter & Gamble from 1999 to 2004; he joined P&G in 1971. 

Galli, 47, was pres7ceo of Newell Rubbermaid from January 2001, when he joined 
the company. Previously, he was pres7ceo of VerticalNet from 2000 and pres7coo of 
Amazon.com. from 1999. Prior to then, Galli was with Black & Decker from 1980, most 
recently as president Worldwide Power Tools & Accessories. Continued on page 36 

Sears Holdings Corp. (Hoffiran Estates, IL) announced that Luis Padilla, president of 
merchandising & marketing since April, has resigned. Padilla was previously president 
of merchandising at Sears since August 2004. Prior to then, he was executive vp 
merchandising at Marshall Field's from 2001 and senior vp merchandising softlines at 
Target stores from 1994; he joined Target in 1982. 

Sears Holdings has been redefining the company's executive structure since the 
March acquisition of Sears, Roebuck & Co. by Kmart Holding Corp. Senior merchants 
leading Sears' home and apparel businesses will report to chairman Edward Lampert 

On Sept 30, Lampert assumed responsibility for the majority of the merchandising, 
as well as marketing, design, and online businesses of Sears Holdings, which includes 
Kmart and Land's End. In doing so, he took away two of the three areas that reported 
to Padilla— marketing and new-product development. Aylwin Lewis, presVceo of Sears 
Holdings, oversees the company's 3,900 stores, along with home services, finance, legal, 
supply chain, information technology, and human resources. Continued on page 36 

93^^i!^^ Xxxd ^ Sa I e s Up 3% , Profit 20% 

General Electric Corp. (Fairfield, CT) posted consumer & industrial revenues for the 
third quarter, ended Sept. 30, of $3.52 billion, up 2.9% from the year-ago quarter. 
Recent-quarter results reflect investments in high-end consumer products, including 
the GE Profile SmartDispense dishwasher, GE Profile freestanding double-oven 
range, and GE Monogram Walk-in Wine Vault. Segment profit increased 20.2% to 
$196 million. 

Consolidated revenues were $41.93 billion, up 9.4%, reflecting 8% organic growth. 
EBIT rose 17.6% to $6.02 billion; all six GE businesses delivered double-digit earnings 
growth. Net income was $4.68 billion, up 14.9%. 

HIE Spotlights Innovative Manufacturers. Brands 



HIE researched company Web sites, press releases, promotional materials, and articles 
published over the past year. First, second, and third place winners were chosen in 
several product categories based on overall presentation, including unique products 
packaging, and/or features brought to market. Coverage begins on page U 
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2005 ME Innovation Award Winners 




2Q HOME IMPROVEMENT EXECUTIVE 



OCTOBER 24, 2005 



Copyright © 2005, Executive Media Corp. Reproduction of 
Home Improvement Executive in whole or in part only with permission. 



Pro Dealers: Which brands/manufacturers do yoi perceive as driving your 
business this year in ... 



COMPOSITE 
DECKING & 
RAILING 




FIBER CEMENT 
* SIDING 



30 



HOME IMPROVEMENT EXECUTIVE 



JANUARY 9, 2006 



This statical ananas copyright ©2006, Executive Media Corporation. Reproduction of 
T ^ne Impriuerpent Executive in whole or in part is forbidden without written permission. 
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For more information, view our website on Latitudes at http://www.ufpi.com/product/latitudes/index.htm 
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■ Hidden Fastener by latitudes" 

Tips For Decking Installation - 

The Equator fastening system is designed for use with Latitudes Equator decking. 



Items you will need 

• Drill/Power screwdriver 

• Circular saw with carbide tip blade 

• Assorted fasteners (see instructions) 

• Tape measure 

• Carpenter's pencil 

• Safety Glasses/Qoggles 

Coverage 

1 75 pieces of Equator hidden fasteners will install: 

100 sq. ft. of 6" wide (5-1/4" actual) deck boards on 16" centers 





(A) end tag 




The appearance of 
Latitudes Equator 
decking changes 
when viewed from 
different ends. To 
achieve the most 
consistent color, 

install all of the boards in the same 
direction using the product end tags (A) 
as a point of reference, or install all of 
the boards with the arrows on the prod- 
uct stickers (B) pointing in the same direc- 
tion. Installing boards in opposing direc- 
tions will create contrasting light and dark 
shades of the deck board color and Is not covered under 
warranty. Prior to construction, check with your local regulatory 
agency for special code requirements in your area. For best 
results, follow these simple installation instructions, paying close 
attention to gapping, spacing and fastener requirements. Joist 
Span - 16" on-center for residential perpendicular applications. 
Residential parquet patterns, diagonal or herringbone designs all 
require joist spacing 12" on-center. Contact Latitudes product 
support at 877-463-8379 for commercial applications. Side 



Fasten the outside edge of the first board to the 
rim joist with screws. Pre~drill and countersink all 
deck screws, regardless of type, that are within 
1-1/2"ofJ heend of the deck board. On the 
other side oTuT^iyooid^place an Equator fastener 
into the slot and centerbyHijejoist. 



(B) product sticker 



Gapping - 1/4". End-to-End Spacing - allow a minimum of 
1/16" gap between board ends for every 20° F of difference 
between installation temperature and the hottest temperature 
expected. For any decking where two boards meet end-to-end 
over a joist, add additional blocking. Allow 1 /4" distance between 
all decking material and any permanent structure or post. After 
all of the decking has been attached, snap a chalk line (white or 
yellow chalk recommended) flush with or up to 1-1/2" out from 
the deck framing and trim with a circular saw. 

Latitudes Equator Decking, like all wood and composite decking 
products, requires proper ventilation and drainage to ensure its 
longevity. When using a minimum 2x6 joist standing on edge 
and the suggested 1/4" side gap, there should be a 2" clear space 
between the bottom edge of the joists and grade in order to allow 
for proper ventilation. Adequate drainage is also needed to pre- 
vent water from pooling under the deck. 



Fasteners - 

For ease of installation, 
our Equator fastener fits 
into the slot on each side 
of the deck board to 
eliminate pre-drilling and 
provide a timeless, fasten- 
er-free deck surface. The 
deck boards do require 
traditional fasteners on 
the outside and inside 
edges of the deck. Begin 
by fastening the outside 
edge of the first boarcjjto- 
the rim joist ever^TeV'. 
For this, we recommend 

using 2-1/2" dorrosion-resistant, composite wood declc>screws 
(i.e.JrapEase^^vOMG or SplitStop composite screws torn 
Titan Metal Werks/^She^escrews help prevent the common 
"mushroom" effect that sofrTetimes-occurs when usina>randard 
fasteners. It can also reduce the amount of pre drifting and 
countersinking. If using ordinary coarse-thread deck screws, the 
best results are achieved by pre-drilling a pilot hole and counter- 
sinking prior to driving screws. Screws should be driven flush 
with the Latitudes surface. Do not over drive. Use 1 fastener per 
board every 1 6". For any decking where two boards meet end- 
to-end over a joist, add additional blocking. Always pre-drill a 
pilot hole when fastening within 1-1/2" of board ends whether 
using either composite or wood screws. (Figure 1) 

On the other side of the board, place an Equator fastener into 
the slot and center on the joist. (Figure 2) Install a #8, 2-1 IT 
stainless steel screw at a 90° angle through the Equator fastener 
and drive flush. Do not over drive. The fastener wings must 
remain level with the joist for the next board to fit correctly. 
Install 1 Equator fastener at each joist location. Slide the next 
board into place so the wings on the previous fasteners fit into 



the slot on the side of the board. The equator fastener will auto- 
matically gap the boards with the proper spacing. Repeat the 
process for each board until the outside edge of the final board is 
fastened with screws. Use fascia to conceal the board profile and 

inhibit board movement 
. deck boards v screw over time. \f no fascia is 

being used, the entire 
perimeter of the deck 
should be fastened to the 
rim joist with screws. Use 
2 fasteners at the end of 
each board. These screws 
will be inconspicuous 
once the railing is 
installed. Apply these 
same principles when 
installing stair treads. 




If desired, the board profile 
may be concealed with fascia. 



rim joist / / 
fascia 



The diagrams and instructions in this brochure are for illustration purposes only and are not meant to replace a licensed professional. Any construction or use of the product must be in accor- 

2 lES FT* 3n f r b f "k ,P ? COdeS ' The T SUmer assumes a " risks and liability associated ^ the "^ruction or use of this product. The consumer or contractor should take 

ail necessary steps to ensure the safety of everyone involved in the project, including, but not limited to, wearing the appropriate safety equipment. Except as contained in the written limited 
warranty, Universal Forest Products, Inc., does not provide any other warranty, either express or implied, and shall not be liable for any damages, including consequential damages 



WWW.latitudesdeck.com © 2006, Universal Forest Products, Inc. #3325 
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SYMMATRIX 



J READY 

1. Install joist system, to design specifica- 
tions, in accordance with local code 
requirements. Ensure joists are level 
and plumb. 

2. Measure and cut decking boards to 
size. White or yellow chalk line is 
recommended to mark cut lines. 

3. To avoid the "mushrooming effect," 
pre-drilling and countersinking 
screws is recommended. 

i SET 

Position decking boards, following 
spanning and gapping requirements here. 

(Note: SYMMATRIX™ Composite Decking is designed as surface 
deck material. To allow for proper drainage and ventilation, the 
product should be used a minimum of 6 inches from ground level.) 



Joist Spacing 




Perpendicular 
applications: 

Install decking 
boards 16" ox. 



Diagonal 
designs: 

12" o.c. 



Gapping 

Gapping between decking boards is impor- 
tant for proper drainage and air circulation, 
to allow for slight thermal expansion and 
contraction that can occur with temperature 
changes, and to account for shrinkage of the 
wood joist system. 



Width-to-width: Allow 1/4" between 
boards and 
between decking 
material and any 
permanent 
structure or 
post. 
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End-to-end: Allow minimum 1/8" for 

every 20°F dif- 
ference between 
installation 
temperature and 
highest tempera- 
ture expected. 
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Board Orientation 




For optimum 
color consistency, 
orient all boards 
in the same 
direction, using 
labels or end 
tags as reference. 



DECK 

1. Attach SYMMATRIX™ Composite Decking 
boards to joist system with 2-1/2" corro- 
sion-resistant composite wood deck 

screws (such as 
FastenMaster 
TrapEase by 
trKT-ur 




SplitStop by Titan 
WerksJ 

Drive screws flush witrTSWlMATRIX 
surface. Do not over drive. 
After attaching all decking boards, mark 
along the edge of the finished deck (flush 
with the deck or 
up to 1-1/2" from 
deck framing) 
with a chalk 
line. Trim with a 
circular saw. 



MATERIALS CHECKLIST 



The following tools and equipment are 
recommended to install SYMMATRIX™ 
Composite Decking: 




• Tape measure 

• White or yellow 
chalk line 

• Protective eye wear 

• Miter box saw or 
circular saw (carbide- 
tipped blades 
recommended) 



• 2-1/2" corrosion- 
resistant composite 
wood deck screws 

• Stand-up screw gun 

• Router (optional) 
Power drill 



The Dow Chemical Company 
Building & Construction 
200 Larkin 
Midland, Ml 48674 
1-866-583-BLUE (2583) • www.dowsymmatrix.com 

SYMMATRIX wood plastic composite is designed for use as an outdoor deck board produ - \ r* .» «p Wkiwinmr i • 

> °° not ^MATRIX wood plastic composite as a construction structural member. 
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